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Of a Theme Park 
for Bass 

by Bill Luton 

Have you been out to La Salle 
Park during the past few months? An 
interesting place to visit, especially 
for those following the progress of the 
work there by the Fish & Wildlife 
Habitat Restoration Project 
(F&WHRP). As reported in the May 
Wood Duck, construction began early 
in January under the direction of 
Project Manager John Hall and with 
the Hamilton Harbour Commissioners 
administering the contracting. By late 
spring the major rock work had been 
completed. To the west of the dock 
had been built a point and long 
island; to the east emergent shoals, 
spawning reefs, two headlands, and 
the perimeter of two wetlands. 

When the rock work had 
progressed sufficiently, fish habitat 
was installed — and what a variety! 
Trees, tree trunks, roots, "wigwam" 
poles, and concrete pipes were 
inserted along the shoreline, and more 
were dropped off shore to the east of 
the emergent shoals — over a hundred 
pieces in all. At this point in time the 


result looked pretty rough, especially 
as some of the habitat was abnormally 
exposed by the record-low water 
level. One man who had walked the 
path on the La Salle bluff for years 
expressed the view when he, looking 
over the work, remarked dubiously: "I 
guess that's an improvement." I 
assured him the landscaping was still 
to come, and that would make a big 
difference in the people perspective. 

However, as Victor Cairns 
pointed out, the view of "homo 
sapiens" is a narrow one. The project 
after all, is designed primarily to 
restore habitat for fish and wildlife. 
So what was their view? In the words 
of Serge Metikoff, biologist with the 
Department of Fisheries & Oceans, all 
that diverse new habitat provided a 
"theme park for bass." That's what the 
schools of young bass seemed to be 
saying as they swam happily in and 
out. 

The reefs have a different 
purpose: they are designed for the 
spawning of cold water fish. Many 
years ago a significant off-shore shoal 
lay along the North Shore, and on it 
whitefish and lake trout spawned in 
great numbers. The shoal was 


removed (for construction stone?), 
and these fish disappeared from 
Hamilton Harbour. Hopefully, some 
day they will be back off La Salle 
Park. But not yet; the oxygen content 
of the deep water needs improvement 
for that to happen. 

In early summer the landscaping 
began. First the new stonework was 
covered with topsoil, and then came 
the planting of a large number of 
shrubs, and with considerable variety, 
too: wild roses, bush honeysuckle, 
black willows, white cedars and more. 
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These have done a great job of tying 
in the shoreline with the lush forest 
behind. Some of the trees on the 
heights are magnificent specimens, 
especially the oaks and a few of the 
white pines. These giants from the 
past have a proper waterfront setting. 

But a word of warning: what you 
see at La Salle now is not what you 
will see next year, or even later this 
year, perhaps. Since the landscaping 
has just been done, the whole place 
has the "manicured" look of a formal 
garden, and this is not the intent. The 
plan is for a wild area with a 
minimum of maintenance, where the 
Carolinian plants from above will be 
allowed to gradually invade the 
shoreline. Twenty or thirty years from 
now the shoreline path will be a 
low-level woodland trail with 
lookouts on the Bay. 

Naturalists know that the first part 
of plant succession on disturbed land 
is not particularly a thing of beauty — 
the well known alien weeds first take 
root. It takes time for the native 
perennial to gradually become 
dominant and provide a true natural 
beauty. However, lots of people who 
enjoy coming out to La Salle will not 
understand this, and undoubtedly will 
complain that the place is being let go 
to wrack and ruin. It is the role of 
HNC members to educate anyone 
they hear expressing such a view. If 
someone wants a garden dominated 
by humans, go to Cullen Gardens, not 
La Salle Park. 

After the landscaping came the 
beach restoration; hardly had the first 
sand been dumped when one 
optimistic sandpiper was probing 
along the shore. Then the pads for the 


boardwalk through the wetland behind 
the beach were put in — and herein 
lies an interesting story. Along the 
original route two sassafras saplings 
were found. What to do? "Move the 
boardwalk!" said John Hall. 

Remaining to be done, as-I write 
this on August 15th, is more sand on 
the beach, the construction of the 
boardwalk, and the placing on its 
piers (an unresolved problem here) of 
the bridge to the west island — "the 
people island." Hopefully, by the time 
you read this, these finishing touches 
will have been added, and we will be 
able to invite the ghost of 
Rene-Robert Cavelier, sieur de La 
Salle, back for a tour of inspection. 

One key part of the landscaping 
was done by volunteers. On the 
weekend of July 22, some eighteen 
enthusiasts came out to plant 
bulrushes and other emergent 
vegetation in the two new wetlands 
created along the shore. The timing 
was fortunate, because the 
exceptionally low water level meant 
that the planting could be done on 
land rather than groping about in 
water made muddy by the 
disturbance. A tip of the hat to the 
volunteers who came out. Sure, they 
got muddy, but they came away with 
the feeling of deep satisfaction that 
comes from building a better future 
for all of us. Getting muddy was fun, 
too, as those interviewed by the 
Spectator noted. Too bad more people 
did not show up; hip waders were 
available for twenty-five — not many 
out of a population of half a million. 

A big vote of thanks, too, for the 
scientists from the Department of 
Fisheries & Oceans who designed the 


habitat, and especially to Victor 
Cairns who has spearheaded the 
F&WHRP since its inception. Sadly, 
much of this expertise will be lost to 
the project when the cuts announced 
this summer go into effect. By next 
spring 70% of the local DFO 
personnel will be gone. This is a fall 
out of Mr. Tobin's decision to 
withdraw from research on inland 
fisheries and concentrate entirely on 
the oceans. In itself the decision 
might make sense, but implementing 
it when no provincial agency was 
willing or able to pick up the activity 
seems most irresponsible. 

Before closing the 1995 summer 
report, I should give an update on an 
item mentioned in my Wood Duck 
article of May '93 — a raft built to 
entice Caspian Terns away from their 
only local nesting site, a location 
unfortunately on the contaminated 
sediment disposal area. For the first 
two summers the raft was not much 
of a success. It was taken over by 
only one pair of Caspians, whose 
aggressive behaviour drove of others. 
This year things changed, and 
upwards of 100 terns were hatched. 
With tliis success came a lesson: the 
sides of the raft must be made so that 
young birds who cannot fly can climb 
back on if frightened off by an 
intruding boat. A few birds were lost 
that way, but many pulled through. 
The nesting success was most 
fortunate, since this year foxes 
invaded the mainland nesting site and 
wiped out the colony there. So a 
nucleus of Caspian Terns, a truly 
noble species, has been saved for 
Hamilton Harbour by the 
once-maligned tem raft. * 
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Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 


September 1995 


October 3, 1994 


1. Call to Order 

The Annual General Meeting of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club was called to order on October 3rd, 1994 at the Royal 
Botanical Gardens Centre auditorium. 

2. Appointment of Chairperson and Secretary 

Moved by Doug Kay and seconded by Marg Walton that John Struger act as chairperson and that Betty Blashill act as 
secretary for the meeting. Carried. 

3. Quorum 

Notice having been given to all members pursuant to The Wood Duck and there being at least 30 members present, the 
Annual Meeting was declared duly constituted. 

4. Minutes of the last Annual Meeting 

Moved by Don McLean and seconded by Dennis Lewington that the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 
October 4, 1993 be accepted as published in the September 1994 issue of The Wood Duck. Carried. 

In accordance with the practice of the last few years, a detailed account of the various activities of the Club was published 
in the September issue of The Wood Duck. There were no questions which any member wanted to ask concerning those 
activities. There were no questions of any kind which a member wanted to ask. As a consequence, the meeting was 
confined to the legal requirements of our annual meeting. 

5. Treasurer's Report 

(a) Financial Statements 

The Treasurer, Brian Burgon, presented the Financial Statements for the fiscal year ending April 30, 1994. Moved by 
Brian Burgon and seconded by Wolfgang Luft tiiat the Treasurer's Report be accepted. Carried. 

(b) Appointment of Auditor 

Moved by Brian Burgon and seconded by Don McLean that the firm of Price Waterhouse be nominated as auditors of 
this Corporation for the fiscal year ending April 30. 1995 at a remuneration to be fixed by die Board of Directors, and 
that the Board be hereby authorized to fix such remumeration. Carried. 

6. Confirmation of Actions of Executive 

Moved by Bruce MacKenzie and seconded by Doris Rundle that all acts, contracts, by-laws, proceedings, appointments, 
elections, and payments enacted, made, done, and taken by the Directors and Officers of the Corporation since the annual 
meeting of the Corporation held October 4, 1993 and referred to in the minutes of the meetings of the Board of Directors, 
or in the annual reports of the Corporation, be approved, ratified and confirmed. Carried. 

7. Nominating Committee Report 

There being no further nominations having been received by the Secretary prior to Oct. 1 as required by the Club by-laws, 
it was moved by Rob Dobos of the Nominating Committee and seconded by Doug Kay that the following list of persons, 
who had previously consented to act in such capacity, be nominated as directors of the Corporation to hold office until 
the first annual meeting of the Corporation or until their successors have been elected, or appointed, subject to the 
provisions of the Corporation's by-laws and the Business Corporation Act 1982 namely: 

John Struger 
Brian Burgon 
Betty Blashill 


page 3 



The Wood Duck 


September 1995 


Margaret Walton 
Brian Wylie 
John Fischer 
Doris Rundle 
Lyn Hanna-Folkes 
Paul Charlebois 
Jean Stollard 
Brian McHattie 
Roslynn Price 
Wolfgang Luft 

Carried. 


Field Events 

Sanctuaries 

Social 

Education 

Program 

Wood Duck 

Conservation 

Publicity & Junior Naturalists 
Membership 





Moved by Rob Dobos and seconded by Wolfgang Luft that the following persons hold office in the Corporation for the 
coming year or until their successors are elected or appointed, namely: 


Past President 
President 
Vice President 
Treasurer 


John Struger 
Marg Walton 
Brian Burgon 
Betty Blashill 


Carried. 

It was noted that the Nominating Committee had not yet secured an appointment for Secretary and would continue its 
efforts to complete the slate. 


8. Adjournment 

The annual meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. * 


President's Report 
The Year in Review 

by Margaret Walton 
It has been my pleasure to serve 
as the President of this club for the 
past year. Once again, the club has 
been very active in educating people 
about and protecting the natural 
environment. I would like to 
personally thank the many volunteers 
who put in numerous hours working 
on club projects. Without their help, 
we could not accomplish all we have. 
I would also like to encourage any 
members who have not yet become 
involved to get involved. We have 
many projects on the go at any one 


time and need your help. As well, it 
is a great way to make friends and 
learn new skills. 

The past year has seen many 
continuing and new activities. The 
Plant Study Group established last 
year continued to meet, and the Bird 
Study group continued to attract many 
interested beginning and expert 
birders to its meetings. As well, the 
Conservation/Education Study Group 
was reestablished this year. The 
Junior Naturalists', co-run by the 
Royal Botanical Gardens, remains 
popular with children from ages 5 to 
12 learning about the natural 
environment. Hamilton Naturalists' 
Club representatives also participated 


in many committees and organizations 
including Federation of Ontario 
Naturalists, West Harbourfiront 
Development Study Technical 
Steering Committee, Green 
Communities Initiative Committee, 
Environmentalist of the Year Awards, 
Hamilton Harbour and Wildlife 
Habitat Rehabilitation Project and the 
Hamilton-Wentworth Greenlands 
Mapping Project. 

A successful one day conference 
involving the Conservation Directors 
of 10 local Naturalists' Clubs was 
organized and hosted by our club, and 
we co-sponsored, with the Niagara 
Peninsula Hawkwatch, an informative 
and interesting weekend of talks and 
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birding with Hawk expert Bill Clark, 
The establishment of a nesting pair of 
Peregrine Falcons in Downtown 
Hamilton was an exciting event, and 
the club organized the monitoring of 
the three young peregrines as they 
were learning to fly. Junior 
Naturalists and club members also 
participated in a tree planting day to 
plant 1000 native whips and seedlings 
at Princess Point as part of the City of 
Hamilton's Green Streets Canada 
funding. 

In November the club held a 
'Think Tank' at Canterbury Hills to 
brainstorm ideas and directions for the 
club's future. It was very successful 
and another session is planned for this 
fall. Several ideas originating from 
this planning session were put into 
place during the last year, and several 
more are still being worked on. Our 
75th Anniversary Party, held in 
December was well attended and 
appreciated and 16 Past Presidents 
came to help us celebrate. This spring 
the Club was hired to perform a 
biological inventory of the Red Hill 
Valley as part of the Ontario 
Government's plan to clean up the 
valley and work is progressing very 
well on this. Please visit the 
temporary Visitor's Centre on Melvin 
Ave to see the results of this work. 
We also held our 5th successful 
walkathon, despite the threatening 
weather, raising $33,000 so far for 
natural areas protection, with 5 
schools yet to walk this fall. 

Our club published a Citizen's 
Guide to the Protection of Natural 
Areas and a revised version of the 
Naturally Hamilton brochure. The 
1994/95 season also saw a very 


exciting and informative speaker line 
up and many interesting field events. 

This year's line up of speakers 
and field events promises to be 
equally as exciting and I would 
encourage as many members as 
possible to attend and bring your 
friends along. I will be continuing as 
your President for the next year and 
your executive will be working very 
hard to continue the club's reputation 
and accomplishments in education and 
protection of the natural environment. 
Please get involved and help make it 
happen. $ 

Vice-President’s Report 

by Brian Burgon 

The purposes of the Club as 
stated in its by-laws include: 
stimulating public interest in nature 
and conservation and acquiring 
greater knowledge of plant and animal 
life as they relate to conservation. As 
a member of the Board, the 
Vice-President, along with the other 
directors and officers, must ensure 
that the Club's activities are in 
compliance with these goals. In 
addition, it is the Vice-President’s 
duty to ensure a continuity in the 
actions of the Board. Continuity must 
be maintained as other officers change 
at the time of the annual meeting. 
And continuity of purpose and action 
must be maintained as the Board 
tackles the multitude of issues that 
come before it each month. As such, 
my accomplishments in the first year 
of my holding the office of 
Vice-President include the following: 

Compilation of an inventory 


of Club equipment and 
property; encouraging each 
Board member to write up a 
concise job description of his 
or her responsibilities; and 
re-instituting the use of 
Directors' binders in which 
are kept copies of Club 
by-laws, minutes of meetings 
and 'other important 
documents. 

Conservation? Not directly. 

But without proper 
administration the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club might not be 
there some day when its 
energy and expertise are 
needed to extend protection to 
a forest, wetland or valley. 

Past President’s Report 

by John Struger 
Currently, I am the Past President 
of the Club and I must tell you that I 
am very honoured to be a part of such 
a dynamic and important 
environmental organization. I have 
been a Club member since 1983 and 
live in Hamilton. I have served the 
Club as Conservation Director, 
Membership Director, Vice President 
and President. I am married to Donna 
Paquette and have two children 
Benjamin (six) and Sierra (almost 
two) who are also Club members. My 
major interest in the Club is in 
protecting habitat and natural areas 
and in raising the awareness of the 
public of the importance of this issue. 

The major responsibilities of the 
Past President are signing HNC tax 
receipts and organizing and chairing 
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the nomination committee for 
determining future Club Directors. 

The main task of the Past President is 
to ensure that the transition period for 
the current President goes smoothly. 
The Past President should make 
himself or herself immediately 
available to assist the new President 
with running the Club efficiently. The 
Past President should continue to 
remain involved with the Board and 
Club activities in a way that 
complements the President’s and the 
Board's activities. There are a number 
of other activities that the Past 
President should be responsible for 
that might reduce the workload of the 
President. These include: managing 
Club stationary and inventory, 
developing Board training initiatives, 
assisting with public relations, and in 
conjunction with the Treasurer, 
ensuring that legal obligations are 
met. 

Activities for the past year include: 

- committee member that organized 
HNC 75th Anniversary Activities, 

- committee member of HNC NAI 
Management Committee completing 
Natural Areas Biological Inventory 
Report (Vol. 1), 

- HNC representative and chairperson 
of the Environmentalist of the Year 
Awards Committee, 

- HNC representative and chairperson 
of the Red Hill Environmental 
Projects Advisory Committee, 

- HNC representative on the Red Hill 
Biological Inventory Project Technical 
Advisory Committee, 

-member of the HNC Red Hill 
Biological Inventory Management 
Committee, 

-member of the HNC Sanctuary 


Committee. 

-Club member responsible for 
publicity and distribution of 
"Naturally, Hamilton!” Brochure, 
-helped organize clean-up of Red Hill 
Valley, and 

-helped organize Priority Setting 
workshop for Board members. 

Program Director’s Report 

by Paul Cliarlebois 

The duties of the Program 
director include arranging for speakers 
for the monthly illustrated lectures 
sponsored by the Hamilton 
Naturalists’ Club. 

During our last season (Fall 
’94/Winter ’95), we were fortunate to 
have many interesting guests who 
spoke on diverse topics from "Nesting 
Birds of Ontario" with George Peck, 
to "Medicinal Plants" with Keith 
Stelling. 

Our line up of speakers for the 
Fall ’95/Winter ’96 season starts with 
Kay McKeever of The Owl 
Foundation on September 11th. Kay 
has become a Canadian naturalists' 
folk hero for her important work with 
owls. 

Other speakers will include: 
Suzanne Barrett speaking on the Lake 
Ontario Waterfront, Dr. James Quinn 
from McMaster on "Hamilton 
Harbour", Barry Griffith of Quest 
Tours on "The Poles", Mark 
Browning on "Pits and Quarries", Dr. 
Cynthia Goh, Professor of Chemistry 
at the University of Toronto on 
"Seeing Nature with a Scanning 
Microscope", our own Bruce Duncan, 
on the "Wonders of Red Hill Valley", 


Michael Runtz on the "Hidden World 
of Animals", and Joanna Chapman on 
the "World of Butterflies". 

Please see our brochure for 
details. Remember these interesting 
slide illustrated lectures are free and 
open to all. 

If you would like to volunteer to 
assist in the programs, please call me 
in Burlington at 634-5541. 

Suggestions are always welcome. 

The Scoop 
on Your 

Publicity Director... 

by Roslynne Price 

Growing up in Burlington, I was 
always close at heart to the HNC 
study area. However I didn't join the 
HNC until about six years ago. I have 
always been a keen nature lover and 
watcher. I grew up in the east end of 
Burlington. There were some small 
forests and "wild" places close to my 
home where I spent many a spring 
day looking for tadpoles in a nearby 
pond, or watching for young snakes 
in a nearby field. Those "natural" 
oases are gone now, replaced with the 
inevitable subdivisions, but my 
memories are still vivid and I realize 
now that these were my humble 
beginnings as a naturalist. I now 
spend as much time as possible 
outdoors with my family. I am keenly 
interested in a "holistic" vision of 
natural environments worldwide and 
all the interconnections involved 
between flora and fauna. 

We joined the Federation of 
Ontario Naturalists in 1986 and they 
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introduced us to the HNC when we 
inquired about doing a Christmas Bird 
Count in our area. We joined the 
HNC in 1989 and have never looked 
back. It has been a most fruitful and 
rewarding experience for me as I have 
met many good friends who share the 
same love and respect of our natural 
environment. 

I love studying nature with children 
so I help with our Junior Naturalist's 
Club. I believe that this is the only 
way to perpetuate a naturalists' vision, 
by sharing my excitement about the 
natural world with as many young 
people as possible. 

Although I work full time for a 
pharmaceutical company in Toronto, 
I also have many other interests 
which keep me busy at other times 
such as the study and cultivation of 
herbs and medicinal plants and doing 
embroidery and beadwork. 

As Publicity Director of the HNC, 
it has been my pleasure to advertise 
the club and it's activities as well as 
to introduce the club to prospective 
new members. Each month I produce 
a poster to advertise the next month's 
meeting and ask that members display 
the poster at their workplace or 
wherever they think interested people 
would see it. As you probably already 
know, over the past two years I 
organized a small group of very 
dedicated members to renew our 
club's display. And thanks to them the 
fruit of our labours is a beautiful new 
display we can proudly use to 
promote our club and its activities to 
our members as well as to explain the 
benefits of HNC membership to the 
general public at various events 
throughout our area. As always there 


is much to be done to advertise our 
club and I cannot do it alone. Many 
other people act as club promoters 
just by enthusiastically sharing their 
love of nature with family and 
friends. 

I will be stepping down as 
publicity director this year but will 
stay involved with this area of the 
club to assist the new director. I will 
also assist my life partner, Wolfgang 
Luft, at the membership table at each 
meeting. Come and introduce yourself 
to us — we'd be happy to meet you. 

Junior Nats — What’s It 
All About? 

by Roslynne Price 

Each September marks the 
beginning of a new year of our Junior 
Naturalists' Club. This is a joint 
venture between the Royal Botanical 
Gardens (RBG) and the HNC in 
which we bring 60 wonderful new 
naturalists together once a month to 
have some fun and learn about nature. 
Nature is so varied that every 
program is different. We sometimes 
have speakers with various media 
additions and lots of hands-on 
exploring. Sometimes we make things 
such as bluebird, kestrel and 
woodduck nest boxes as well as 
making Christmas crafts from natural 
ingredients. Sometimes we really have 
to get down and get dirty when we 
clean out bluebird boxes for the next 
year's nest. And we always try to go 
on a hike to explore the REAL 
THING! In the past few years, we 
have learned about volcanoes, insects, 
birds, astronomy, first nations — 


balance with nature, survival skills in 
the woods, etc... 

Club membership costs $30.00 for 
one child and $20.00 for each 
additional child in the same family. 
This covers 9-10 Saturdays from 
September to June. Membership is 
open to any child between the ages of 
5 and 12 years of age. If interested, 
please call the RBG now at 527-7962 
to register. 

Field Events Report 

by Brian Wylie 

The past year saw some new and 
interesting locations and idea's for 
field events. Members who travelled 
to Hawk Cliff saw birds-in-the-hand 
as well as in the sky. The Friends of 
Red Hill Valley organised enough 
events to fit anyone's schedule and 
interest. This year also saw Bob Curry 
set up his black-lite to attract moths 
and the curiosity of our members. 
Seventeen species of moths were 
identified despite the cool weather. 
Sugar baited trees, bright lights and 
the black-lite on a sheet each 
produced specimens of interest. 

My personal favourite was the 
Club's camping trip to Presqu'ile 
Provincial Park. While Hamilton was 
deluged by rain and cold winds, a 
small group of campers enjoyed a 
weekend of warm, sunny weather. 
The shadow of a Bald Eagle passed 
over our field of wildflowers and 
hundreds of butterflies flitted around 
our tents. Waterfowl and shorebird 
migration was in full swing and kept 
the birdwatchers busy. All in all, it 
was an interesting year. 
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Wood Duck Report 

by Jean Stollurd 

Last season was an important one 
for the Wood Duck. At last, after 
three years of struggle, the situation 
with the Post Office is resolved. Our 
Publications Mail status has been 
restored and we are able to mail the 
Wood Duck at a considerably reduced 
rate. The good news doesn't end 
there: we are receiving from the Post 
Office a credit of $1,046.00, for the 
year we mailed the Wood Duck using 
first class postage. 

I would like to thank all those 
who contributed articles and ideas to 
the Wood Duck in the past year. Your 
work was excellent and much 
appreciated. Many thanks to Norm 
Ralston and the gang who, every 
month without fail, sends the Wood 
Duck on its way. 

The coming year will see some 
changes in the Wood Duck. Starting 
with the October issue, the Wood 
Duck will be printed on 100% 
re-cvcled paper. Until now the only 
reasonably priced paper was 50% 
re-cvcled. The new paper is a soft, 
grey colour which cuts the glare and 
makes the print easier to read. 

This year I would like to form an 
Editorial committee to help with the 
Wood Duck. The committee will 
consist of 3-4 people and will require 
a commitment of 2 hours a month to 
attend a meeting as well as additional 
time spent in writing articles or other 
activities. Responsibilities include: 
generating ideas for the Wood Duck, 
writing articles (or finding someone 
who will), word processing, finding 
sponsors for the Wood Duck. 


Finding sponsors for the Wood 
Duck: unfortunately, the price of 
paper is sky rocketing as are the other 
costs of producing the Wood Duck 
and the reduced postal rate is not 
enough to keep our budget within 
reasonable bounds. I believe the time 
has come to seek sponsorship! for the 
Wood Duck. This will be one of the 
first things tackled by the Editorial 
committee so that it can be in place 
for the '96—*97 budget. 

If you are interested in becoming 
a member of the Editorial committee 
or would like to contribute articles to 
the Wood Duck, please contact Jean 
Stollard , 634-3538. 

Conservation Director’s 
Report 

by Brian McHattie 

Last season, 1994-95, saw the re- 
introduction of monthly 
Conservation/Education Committee 
Study Group sessions at the Bruce 
Trail Association’s Rasberry House 
(special thanks to the BTA for the use 
of the room!). Speakers at meetings 
included Roman Lanno, on the 
Watershed Report Card; Kim Gavine 
of the Federation of Ontario 
Naturalists’ on the Woodlands, 
Wetlands and Wildlife program in 
Hamilton-Wentworth; teacher Pat 
Cameron and Education Director Lyn 
Hanna-Folkes on naturalizing 
schoolyards; Len Simser and Barb 
McKean of the RBG on the Project 
Cootes and the Garden’s Master Trails 
Study respectively; Environment 
Canada's Nancy Mahoney of the 
Peregrine Falcon Program, and HNC 
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member, Jocelyn Neysmith, author of 
the Citizen’s Guide for Protecting 
Natural Areas in 
Hamilton-Wentworth. We promise to 
have an equally interesting group of 
speakers this season! 

HNC Conservation/Education 
committee members continue to keep 
their fingers on the pulse of the most 
important natural areas issues in the 
area. Continuing our work on the 
Hamilton-Wentworth Natural Areas 
Inventory (NAI), Brian McHattie 
participated in the work of the 
Regional Planning Department’s 
Greenland Strategy Committee, and 
made a presentation on the NAJ 
approach at a symposium hosted by 
the Credit Valley Conservation 
Authority. Several members of the 
HNC played important roles in the 
Pleasant View land use dispute in 
Dundas in association with the 
Conserver’s Society, culminating in 
one of the few victories for the 
protection of natural areas at the 
Ontario Municipal Board in recent 
memory. Ken Hall kept track of the 
happenmgs with the City of 
Hamilton’s West Harbourfront 
Development Study, and Bill Luton 
continued his great work on the 
ground-breaking Hamilton Harbour 
Fish and Wildlife Habitat 
Rehabilitation Project Steering 
Committee. The Town of Ancaster 
has just begun a review of their 
Official Plan and the HNC has 
applied to offer comments on the 
natural areas section of that document. 
Ute Metchner has doggedly kept track 
of any happenings surrounding 
Windermere Basin this past year, 
while everyone knows the 
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involvement of HNC members in the 
activities of the Bay Area Restoration 
Council and the Friends of Red Hill 
Valley. 

Elsewhere in this edition of the 
Wood Duck see the incredible job 
being carried out by HNC members 
on the Red Hill Creek Valley 
Biological Inventory. The 
Conservation Committee sponsored a 
meeting of conservation colleagues 
from other naturalists’ clubs within 
the HNC Study .Area. Similar 
meetings will continue to bring 
naturalists together in 1995-96. Last 
but certainly not least, many HNC 
members led by Brian Burgon, Bruce 
Duncan, John Hannah and Roy King 
organized to oversee the successful 
fledging of three young Peregrine 
Falcons from the top of the Sheraton 
Hotel in downtown Hamilton. 

In addition, the HNC donated 
S 1000.00 from the Conservation Fund 
in continuing to support the fine work 
of the Owl Rehabilitation Centre in 
Vineland, the Earthroots Foundation 
(formerly the Temagami Wilderness 
Society), and the Ontario Heritage 
Foundation’s Carolinian Canada 
program. 

I apologize if I have forgotten any 
other happenings this past season — 
as usual HNC members were involved 
in conservation/education activities 
too numerous to mention. 

Join us at the September 25, 1995 
Conservation/Education Study Group 
to find out what’s in store for 1995- 
96! 



4 * 


Education Director’s 
Report 

by Lyn Hanna-Folkes 

The Education Committee was 
formed when the Club received a 
letter in 1991 from Joan Bell of the 
HRCA asking for our opinions 
concerning environmental education 
for the future. The Committee 
responded and these actions led to the 
Environmental Literacy Action 
Network (ELAN). The Nature 
Walkathon and the Club's "Naturally, 
Hamilton!" brochure originated from 
work by members of the Education 
Committee under the direction of Don 
McLean and Christine Bishop, 
respectively. More recently, the 
HNC's help with School Yard 
Naturalizations began to compliment 
the HRCA's indoor "Greening Your 
Schools" program. 

The Director holds monthly 
meetings from September through 
May in partnership with the 
Conservation Director. These 
Conservation/Education meetings are 
held with guest speakers at Rasberry 
House where local environmental 
issues are discussed. Members are 
encouraged to take action with the 
groups support. 

The Education Director also meets 
periodically with others involved in 
environmental education at meetings 
arranged by ELAN and BARC (Bay 
Area Restoration Council). At these 
meetings, educational packages 
designed for schools are discussed, 
improved and made available. Those 
attending have included 
representatives from: the HNC, 
Regional School Boards, the HRCA, 


McMaster University, MNR, Union 
Gas, etc. 

The Director is responsible for 
co-ordinating and updating the Club 
on any current Education projects by 
attending monthly Executive Board 
meetings. The Director should also be 
knowledgeable about other Club 
activities and keep a record of the 
progress of the Education Committee 
which can be passed on to succeeding 
Directors. 

This year the Education Director 
also co-ordinated the Club's Plant 
Study Group at Gage Park once a 
month. These activities were carried 
out with help from Club members 
April Severan and Lois Evans. I've 
received much positive feedback from 
participants who enjoyed outdoor and 
indoor lessons, workshops and 
presentations on plant topics ranging 
from winter tree identification to a 
tour of Mary Gartshore's Prairie 
rehabilitation and Plant Nursery near 
Simcoe. 

All projects started in this 
Committee have been very successful 
and met the mandate of the Club — to 
encourage an appreciation for local 
nature and natural history. I am sure 
that future projects will be just as 
successful and that meetings will 
continue to be very interesting and 
productive. Although I will be taking 
a break from participation on the Club 
Executive to try and start a family of 
my own, I will continue to be an 
active member of the HNC long into 
the future. Past Directors have taken 
responsibility for projects that they 
have initiated, even after moving on 
from the Education Director position. 
I will continue this tradition and help 
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schools with their naturalization 
projects in the future. All the best to 
my successors. 

Social Director’s 
Report 

by Doris Rundle 
The ’94—'9 5 season was 
highlighted by the 75th Anniversary 
celebration which was held at the 
Christmas meeting. A special 
committee organized the refreshments 
along with the member donations of 
Christmas goodies. During 1994, I 
acted as Co-ordinator of Volunteers 
when the Club hosted the FON 
conference. 


1995 Walkathon Report 

by Don McLean 
The 1995 Walkathon is only 
partly completed, but has already 
raised nearly $33,000. The amount 
reflects the efforts of walkers who 
participated in the June 3rd event on 
the Escarpment Rail Trail, and the 
funds raised in two school walkathons 
held during the spring. Greensville 
elementary school, in its second 
annual Nature Walkathon, brought in 
approximately $7000. Another $1800 
plus was raised by the students at 
Saltfleet High School in their June 5th 
walk. Up to five more schools are 
expected to hold Nature Walkathons 
this fall during school hours, and it 
won't be until after they have finished 
that the final total for 1995 will be 
known. The Wood Duck will carry a 
full report at that time. At least half 
of all the monies raised will go 


towards the habitat restoration work 
in the north-east corner of Hamilton 
Harbour, where three islands are 
currently under construction. The 
walkathon monies will be specifically 
directed towards the construction of a 
wildlife viewing platform on the 
recently-established headland beside 
Eastport Drive. 


Sanctuary Activities 
1994-95 

by John Fischer 

-Several plant inventories were 
conducted by the Plant Study Group 
at the Spooky Hollow Addition. 

-Arrangements were made with Dr 
Paul Eagles of the University of 
Waterloo, to have a his student, 
Martin Haurilak, prepare a 
management plan for the Spooky 
Hollow Addition, as a fourth-year 
thesis. Martin has visited the 
property, and he will begin work on 
the plan in September, with the 
assistance of club members, and other 
experts. 

-Survey documents were obtained for 
the Spooky Hollow Addition, and all 
comer posts and boundaries were 
located and marked. 

-All trails at Spooky Hollow were 
cleared of fallen debris, and garbage 
was picked up along roads adjacent to 
the property. 

-Six sections of boardwalk were 
fabricated, and installed at Spooky 
Hollow, as improvements to the 
Landon Trail, and Leatherwood Lane. 
The boardwalk installed on the 
Landon Trail two years ago, was 


stolen, so considerable effort was 
made to ensure this does not happen 
again. 

-All trails at Short Hills were cleared 
of fallen debris, and garbage was 
picked up along roads adjacent to the 
property. 

-Brush was cut under the Hydro line 
at Short Hills to ensure that the 
Linking Trail remains open. 

-The Hurlburt Loop at Short Hills 
was relocated to prevent erosion of an 
unstable slope, and all trails were 
marked with paint blazes. 

-Garlic mustard adjacent to the 
Marion Shivas Trail at Short Hills 
was sprayed with herbicide early in 
the spring (before other plants had 
emerged). 

-Guided hikes to the sanctuaries were 
organized by the Sanctuary 
Committee. 
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June 19, 1995 


Auditors’ Report 

To the Members of the 
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 

We have audited the balance sheet of Hamilton Naturalists' Club as at April 30, 1995 and the 
statement of revenue and expenditures and surplus for the year then ended. These financial 
statements are the responsibility of the Club's management. Our responsibility is to express an 
opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. 

Except as explained in the following paragraph, we conducted our audit in accordance with 
generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards require that we plan and perform an 
audit to obtain reasonable assurance whether the financial statements are free of material 
misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and 
disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles 
used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial 
statement presentation. 

In common with many charitable organizations, the Club derives income from donations and 
fundraising activities, the completeness of which is not susceptible of satisfactory audit verification. 
Accordingly, our verification of donation and fundraising income was limited to the amounts 
recorded in the records of the Club, and we were not able to determine whether any adjustments 
might be necessary to donations and fundraising income, assets and surplus. 

In our opinion, except for the effect of adjustments, if any, which we might have determined to be 
necessary had we been able to satisfy ourselves concerning the completeness of the donations 
and fundraising income referred to in the preceding paragraph, these financial statements present 
fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Club as at April 30, 1995 and the results 
of its operations for the year then ended in accordance with generally accepted accounting 
principles. 



Chartered Accountants 
Hamilton Naturalists' Club 
Balance Sheet 


April 30 



1995 


1994 

Net assets 




Cash in bank 

$ 34,314 

$ 

12,533 

Term deposits 

72,156 


75,004 

Accrued interest 

1,890 


1,609 

Accounts receivable 

1,461 


992 

Capital assets (Note 2) 

4 


4 

Accrued liabilities 

(4,460) 


(4,276) 

Deferred revenue (Note 3) 

(2,850) 

__ 

(2,170) 


$102,515 

$ 

83,696 

Comprised of 




Restricted surplus (Note 4) 

$ 25,000 

$ 

25,000 

Unrestricted surplus 

77,515 

_ 

58,696 


$102,515 

$ 

83,696 




Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 

Statement of Revenue and Expenditures and Surplus 



Year ended 

April 30 


1995 

1994 

Revenue 

Membership fees 

$ 8,516 

$ 7,989 

Project grants 

39,605 

19,962 

Grants received in trust 

- 

17,000 

Donations and bequests 

8,371 

13,712 

Fundraising 

41,227 

29,064 

Interest 

5,098 

4,788 

Other 

12,670 

5,475 


115,487 

97,990 

Expenditures 

Project salaries and benefits 

15,626 

9,996 

Other project expenses 

4,755 

3,260 

Naturally Hamilton brochure 

10,443 

155 

Fundraising expenses 

- 

4,243 

Sanctuary property tax 

(2,165) 

997 

Office and administration 

6,914 

1,907 

Sanctuary equipment and maintenance 

876 

627 

General meetings 

2,627 

2,043 

Newsletter 

4,367 

4,461 

Publicity 

39 

1,039 

Legal and audit 

2,496 

3,009 

Lower Grand River Land Trust 

- 

17,000 

Donations 

Project Paradise 

- 

32,300 

Bruce Trail Association 

27,459 

1,398 

Other 

15,433 

26,862 

Other 

7,798 

8,074 


96,668 

117,371 

Excess (deficiency) of revenue over expenditures 

18,819 

(19,381) 

Surplus, beginning of year 

83,696 

103,077 

Surplus, end of year 

$102,515 

$ 83,696 

Comprised of 

Restricted surplus (Note 4) 

$ 25,000 

$ 25,000 

Unrestricted surplus 

77,515 

58,696 


$102,515 

$ 83,696 


Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 


Statement of Revenue and Expenditures 
and Surplus by Fund ■ Schedule 1 
Year ended April 30,1995 



General 

Sanctuary 

Endowment 

Conservation 

Walkathon 

Red Hill 
Inventory 

Total 

Revenue 

Membership fees 

$ 8,166 

$ - 

$ 350 

$ - 

$ - 

$ - 

$ 8,516 

Project grants 

- 

1,897 

- 

14,048 

14,160 

9,500 

39,605 

Donations and bequests 

3,535 

2,033 

- 

2,803 

_ 

_ 

8,371 

Fundraising 

- 

- 

- 

1,328 

39,899 

_ 

41,227 

Interest 

212 

3,339 

423 

434 

690 

_ 

5,098 

Other 

9,345 

- 

- 

3,050 

275 

- 

12,670 


21,258 

7,269 

773 

21,663 

55,024 

9,500 

115,487 

Expenditures 

Project salaries and benefits 

- 

- 

- 

8,361 

- 

7,265 

15,626 

Other project expenses 

- 

- 

- 

4,153 

- 

602 

4,755 

Naturally Hamilton brochure 

- 

- 

- 

10,443 

- 

_ 

10,443 

Sanctuary property tax 

- 

(2,165) 

- 

- 

. 

_ 

(2.165) 

Office and administration 

1,295 

- 

- 

7 

5,612 

_ 

6.914 

Sanctuary equipment and 

maintenance 

- 

876 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

876 

General meetings 

2,627 

- 

- 

- 

. 

_ 

2,627 

Newsletter 

4,367 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

4,367 

Publicity 

39 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

39 

Legal and audit 

1,305 

630 

- 

346 

165 

50 

2.496 

Donations 

Bruce Trail Association 

- 

- 

- 

- 

27,459 

_ 

27,459 

Other 

378 

3,500 

- 

1,000 

10,555 

_ 

15,433 

Other 

7,441 

- 

1 

356 

- 

- 

7,798 


17,452 

2,841 

1 

24,666 

43,791 

7,917 

96,668 

Excess (deficiency) of 

revenue over expenditures 

3,806 

4,428 

772 

(3,003) 

11,233 

1,583 

18,819 

Net transfers between funds 

(3,304) 

5,383 

(680) 

- 

(1.399) 

- 

- 

Surplus, beginning of year 

7,200 

52,851 

6,128 

16,055 

1,462 

- 

83,696 

Surplus, end of year 

$ 7,702 

$ 62,662 

$ 6,220 

$13,052 

$11,296 

$ 1,583 

$102,515 

Comprised of 

Restricted surplus 

$ - 

$ 25,000 

$ - 

$ - 

$ - 

$ - 

$ 25,000 

Unrestricted surplus 

7,702 

37,662 

6,220 

13,052 

11,296 

1,583 

77,515 


$ 7,702 

$ 62,662 

$ 6,220 

$13,052 

$11,296 

$ 1,583 

$102,515 










Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 

Notes to Financial Statements 

April 30,1995 


1. Significant accounting policies 
Capital assets 

Expenditures for fixed assets are charged to expense as incurred. 

Pledges 

Donations pledged are not recorded in the financial statements until they are received. 

Donated materials and services 

The value of donated materials and services is not recorded in the financial statements. 


2. Capital assets 


1995 1994 

Spooky Hollow Sanctuary, at nominal value $ 1 $ 1 

Spooky Hollow Sanctuary Addition, at nominal value 1 1 

Short Hills Wilderness Area, at nominal value 1 1 

Equipment, at nominal value 1 1 


$4 $ 4 


3. Deferred revenue 

The Club has received deposits for the sale of the Hamilton-Wentworth Natural Areas Inventory 
Report currently being compiled by the Club. One-half of the deposits received are potentially 
refundable if volume one of the report is not completed. Accordingly refundable deposits 
amounting to $2,850 have not been included in revenue. 


4. Restricted surplus 

The Sanctuary fund includes an endowment of $25,000 which must be maintained by the Club 
at all times. 


5. Endowment fund 

The Endowment fund represents life membership fees received by the Club. The Club may 
transfer amounts out of the Endowment fund for general Club operations. The amount 
transferred is calculated as the number of lifetime members times the prevailing annual 
membership fee. 

6. Income tax status 

The Club is a registered charity and is exempt from income tax provided it continues to expend 
the specified amounts on charitable activities. 


7. Restatement of prior year amounts 

Certain amounts of the prior year have been restated for comparative purposes. 
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Red Hill Valley 
Biological Inventory 

by Don McLean 
The biological inventory of the 
Red Hill Valley being conducted by 
the HNC is now more than half done 
with much of the field work already 
completed. Here are some of the 
highlights of the findings thus far. 

Fish and Aquatic Communities: A 

spring spawning survey and an 
inventory of 20 sampling stations on 
Red Hill Creek and its tributaries has 
found 18 species of fish including 
Brown Trout, Northern Pike, 
Threespine Stickleback and 
Pumpkinseed. (Seven previous 
inventories conducted since 1984 
tinned up a total of only eight 
species.) Extensive spawning activity 
by Rainbow Trout, White Sucker, 
Creek Chub and Carp has also been 
recorded, and the discovery of a year- 
old Chinook Salmon smolt confirms 
successful breeding by that species in 
the creek. While at least four species 
were present in most samples, only 
one native species (Brook 
Stickleback) and introduced Goldfish 
were found in the four sites above 
Albion Falls, indicating stressed water 
quality conditions. In Davis Creek, 
the two sites furtherest upstream (but 
below the escarpment) had no fish at 
all. Benthic sampling at eight sites 
suggests that water quality in the 
main creek is poor above the 
escarpment, improves significantly 
below Albion Falls, and then declines 
again below Barton Street. 

Birds: A daily survey of eight 
transects took place during the spring 
migration in April and May. A total 
of 169 species were observed 


including such noteworthy species as 
Northern Shrike, American Bittern, 
Great Egret, American Coot, Orchard 
Oriole, Black Tem and Little Gull. 
Up to 74 species were identified as 
probable or confirmed breeding 
species.These include the provincially 
rare Cooper's Hawk, and such 
noteworthy species as Louisiana 
Waterthrush, Carolina Wren and 
Black-billed Cuckoo. The fall 
migration survey is now underway 
and volunteers are being sought to 
assist with this. One-day blitzes with 
volunteers are scheduled for August 
27 and September 3. Please call 545- 
2613 if you can assist. 

Vascular Plants: In the first half of 
the botanical survey, approximately 
90 graminoid species (mainly grasses) 
were added to the 340 plant taxa 
previously recorded in the valley. 
Findings include a provincially rare 
sedge and large populations of the 
provincially-rare Green Violet. 

Mammals: More than 25 species of 
mammals have now been recorded in 
the valley including four types of 
bats, Red Fox, Coyote, White-tailed 
Deer, Flying Squirrel and Mink. A 
detailed bat inventory is underway 
along with extensive live-trapping of 
small mammals such as voles, mice 
and shrews. The bat work is being 
conducted by Sandy Dobbyn and will 
include some assessment of the valley 
as a stopover for migrating species. 

Amphibians and Reptiles: Wood 
Frogs have been added to the eleven 
species of reptiles and amphibians 
previously reported from the study 
area. Milk Snakes, Brown Snakes, 
Painted Turtles, Snapping Turtles and 
an erythristic (red) morph of the 


Redback Salamander are among the 
species observed this year. 

Butterflies and Moths: A total of 43 
species of butterflies were found by 
the middle of July, up from the 36 
recorded in the 1991 inventory work. 
Uncommon species noted so far 
include Silver-spotted Skipper, 
Northern Cloudy Wing, Crossline 
Skipper, Little Glassy Wing, 
Delaware Skipper, Dion Skipper, 
Hickory Hairstreak, American Copper, 
Bronze Copper, Meadow Fritillary 
and Painted Lady. More than 60 
species of moths have also been 
observed including Small-eyed 
Sphinx, Snowberry Clearwing, Spear- 
marked Black, Squash Vine Borer 
Moth and Cecropia Moth. The 
butterfly and moth inventory will 
continue into September. 


Conservation/Education 
Study Group 
Writes to Make a 
Difference: 

HNC September Focus 
is on the Future of the 
Red Hill Valley 

by Brian McHattie 
Starting with the September 25, 
1995 Conservation/Education Study 
Group session (7:30 p.m. Rasberry 
House, Bruce Trail Headquarters), the 
HNC will take a page from social 
champions. Amnesty International and 
give attendees the opportunity to write 
a letter at the meeting on issues of 
interest to HNC members. Members 
may choose to take on a particular 
issue and doggedly continue to pursue 
justice each month, or write on 
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different issues as they arise. In 
September, the HNC’s own Don 
McLean will bring us up to date on 
the status of the Red Hill Creek 
Expressway. The timing for our 
meeting is perfect as we have 
probably never had a better 
opportunity to influence the future of 
the Valley through our letters. Note: 
Bring your own writing materials! 

As many of you know, on June 
20, the Region of Hamilton- 
Wentworth council enndorsed a four- 
lane expressway through the length of 
the valley with a fifth climbing lane 
where the road crosses the Niagara 
Escarpment. The council resolution 
asks the provincial government to 
exempt, to the greatest extent 
possible, the expressway proposal 
from an Environmental Assessment. 
Note that the level of assessment the 
Region is suggesting be undertaken 
apparently would not include 
environmental issues arising from one 
or more of the three landfill sites 
located around Brampton Street, the 
Class One wetland complex, or any 
implications the project may have for 
the health of Hamilton Harbour. Don 
has prepared a detailed briefing note 
on the issue, which will help us make 
a difference with our correspondence. 
Members who cannot attend the Study 
Group can participate by picking up 
information on the Conservation table 
at the September 11, 1995 Club 
meeting. 

Why doesn't Regional council 
want to subject their new road plans 
to environmental assessment? Because 
they know if the plans receive the 
proper level of environmental 
asessment called for under the law. 


their plans have a good chance of 
being turned down — this is 
probably the best opportunity we 
have had to stop the expressway 
— it's up to the HNC and you! 


North American 
Butterfly 
Association 

Many of us are becoming 
fascinated by butterflies which, along 
with birds, are graceful co-inhabitants 
of the airspace. They tend to be most 
active when birding activity hits a 
lull, i.e., mid-day and/or midsummer. 
Thus a new sparkle may appear in the 
birder's eye upon spying one of these 
flower-visiting beauties. Because of 
their close association with specific 
plants, both as nectar sources for 
adults and foodplants for caterpillars, 
learning the butterflies of one's home 
area invariably results in one 
becoming a well-rounded naturalist. 

Recently, a new non-profit 
association has formed to foster the 
growth of recreational, 
non-consumptive (i.e. netless) 
butterfly appreciation. The North 
American Butterfly Association 
(NABA) is interested in butterfly field 
identification through binoculars, 
butterfly gardening, photography, 
conservation, and species listing. 
NABA publishes a quarterly color 
magazine American Butterflies, a 
newsletter The Anglewing, and 
conducts and publishes the annual 4th 
of July Butterfly Counts. Regular dues 
are S25 ($30 outside the U.S.). To 
join, or for more information, contact: 


NABA, 4 Delaware Rd., 
Morristown, NJ 07960; or call: 
201-285-0907. 

The HNC has taken out a 
membership in NABA and the 
magazine "American Butterflies" will 
be available on the periodical table at 
club meetings. 



For People Who Care 
About Trees 

Tree Test ’95 

September 30 
9:00 am. to 4:00 p.m. 

St. Williams 
Forest Station 

Fun events for the whole family 

Admission includes parking: 

Family $10.00 
Individual $4.00 
Child (under 6) Free 

The main entrance to the St. Williams 
forest station is located off Hwy 24 
between Hwy 59 and Regional 
Municipality of Haldimand-Norfolk Rd 
16 (25 Km southwest of Simcoe) 

TREE FEST ’95 is organized by the 
Ministry of Natural Resources and 
the Conservation Authorities of 
Southwestern Ontario. 

For information call: 519-530-3576 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS Sunday, September 24, 9:00 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


Monday, September 11, 8:00 p.m. 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington 

The Opportunistic Owls 
Kay McKeever 

Kay will discuss how allowing choices 
is the key to recycling good genes 
in damaged wild parents. 


Monday, October 2, 8:00 p.m. 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington 

Waterfront Regeneration 
Suzanne Barrett 
Annual General Meeting 


Monday, Sept 18, 7:20 p.m. 

Bird Study Group 

Location: RBG Nature Centre, 

Old Guelph Road, 

Dundas 

This is an informal but interesting 
meeting featuring a discussion of recent 
bird sightings, an identification session 
and a workshop, film or set of slides 
about some aspect of birds. If you're a 
beginner birdwatcher, come out to ieam 
more about birds. If you're an expert 
birder, come out to share your knowledge 
and enthusiasm. This month will feature: 
- Downtown Peregrines 

Organizer: Bruce Duncan 519- 
622-4709 


Plant Study Group 

Location: Meet at McDonalds 
Hwy 53 and Hwy 6, 

Ancaster. 

The Plant Study Group is an informal 
meeting of those interested in plants and 
who wish to share ideas and learn more 
about this fascinating aspect of the natural 
world. Whether a beginner or a seasoned 
botanist, come out and enjoy the lively 
discussions. This month will feature: 

- Inventory of Red Hill Creek Valley 

Organizers: Lyn Hanna-Folkes 
648-1945 

April Severin 577-9277 


Monday September 25, 7:30 p.m. 

Conservation/Education 
Study Group 

Location: Rasberry House 
RBG Arboretum 
Old Guelph Road 
Dundas 

Follow signs to Rasberry House 
Are you interested in learning how to 
protect and educate people about natural 
areas? Have fun learning with us! This 
group meets monthly to discuss topics 
reaiating to the protection and 
rehabilitation of natural areas. An 
informative presentation and question and 
answer period take place at each meeting 
followed by a discussion of issues that 
participatns are actively working on. This 
is the place to bring your ideas for new 
and better strategies to protect nature. 
The month will feature: 

- Don McLean - Exciting findings of 
the Red Hill Valley inventory 

Organizer: Brian McHattie 905-627- 
3499 


Sunday September 3 7:00 

Migratory Survey in Red Hill 
Come out and join a one morning 
volunteer blitz to assist the fall migration 
count. 

Contact: Don McLean 664-8796 

Sunday September 17 8:00 a.m. 

Fall Migrants 

Join one of our local experts for this 
annual driving tour of the Hamilton area 
to look for early fall migrant birds. Meet 
at Dundum Castle on York Blvd. in 
Hamilton for car pooling and bring a 
lunch. 

Leader: Kevin McLaughlin 549-7057 

Saturday September 30 9:00 a.m. 

Fall Colours of Spooky Hollow 
Come out and enjoy a walk on our 
sanctuary's extensive trail system. Meet at 
McDonald's at Hwys 53 & 6. Bring a 
lunch. 

Leader: Hazel Broker 527-0333 

Sunday October 1 9:00 a.m. 

Cleanup in Red Hill 
Leaders: John Struger 547-5116 and 
Don McLean 664-8796 

Sunday October 22 9:00 a.m. 

Fall Trail Work at Spooky 
Leader: John Fischer 643-3837 

Saturday October 28 1:00 p.m. 

Autumn in the Dundas Valley 
Leader: Dean Gugler 528-7169 


The May WOOD DUCK was assembled 
and mailed by: 

Norm Pomfret 
Marge and Norm Ralston 
Maria Sedgwick 
Jim Stollard 
Phyllis Vair 
Thanks everyone! 




HNC Board of Directors 


1994-95 

Executive 


President: 

Margaret Walton 

627-7361 

Vice-President: 

Brian Burgon 

648-6153 

Secretary: 

Lina Radziunas 

■’65-8980 

Treasurer: 

Betty' Blaslull 

6f>4-S796 

Directors 

Past President: 

Joint Struger 

547-5116 

Membership: 

Wolfgang Lull 

681-2276 

Conservation: 

Brian McHattie 

627-3499 

Educa tion: 

Lyn Hanna-Folkes 

648-1945 

Progra in: 

Paul Charlebois 

634-5541 

Field Events: 

Brian Wylie 

627-4601 

Wood Duck Editor: 

Jean Stollard 

634-3538 

Publicity: 

Roslynne Price 

681-2276 

Social: 

Doris Rundle 

561-8333 

Sanctuary: 

John Fischer Days 

336-4961 

Evenings 

643-3837 


Co-ordinators 
and Representatives 
Jr. Nats Co-ordinator: 
Roslynne Price 681-2276 

Volunteer Co-ordinator: 
Position vacant 
Mailing Co-ordinator: 

Norm Ralston 383-1397 

FON Representative: 

Lois Evans 545-8171 

Walkathon Co-ordinator: 

Don McLean 664-8796 
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Membership Fees 1994-95 


Life Member 

S350.00 

Active Member 

20.00 

Active Senior Member 

17.00 

Joint Members 

30.00 

Joint Senior Members 

25.00 

Family Membership 

35.00 

Student Member 

10.00 

Corresponding Member 

15.00 

Junior Nats - first child 

30.00 

Junior Nats - additional children 

20.00 

Honorary' Life Member 

None 


HNC Publications 


Natural Areas Inventory Vols I & II 

$60.00 

Herpetofaunal Atlas 

20.00 

Checklist of Birds of H- W 

1.00 

Date Guide to Birds of H-W 

1.00 

Citizens Guide to Action 

Free 

Naturally Hamilton: A Guide to 


Green Spaces of Hamilton- Wentworth 

li ■ — 

Free 
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THE WOOD DUCK is published nine times a year September to May, inclusive, by: 

The Hamilton Naturalists' Club 
Westdale P.O. Box 89052 
Hamilton, ON 
L8S 4R5 

Editor: Jean Stollard 

457-7 Woodview Rd. 

Burlington, ON 
L7N 2Z9 

THE WOOD DUCK is the official publication of the HNC and is produced by 
volunteer members of the Club. THE WOOD DUCK is produced on Word Perfect 
6.0b in IBM format. Deadline for receipt of material is the first of the month 
preceding publication date. Articles may be reprinted without permission but credit 
lines must be included. Opinions expressed in THE WOOD DUCK are those of the 
author and do not necessarily reflect those of the editor or the HNC. 

The HNC promotes public interest in the study, conservation and appreciation of our 
natural heritage. Meetings are held monthly Sept-May inclusive and field events are 
scheduled throughout the year. The Hamilton Naturalists' Club is a registered charity 
and all donations above the regular membership fee are tax deductible. 

Send noteworthy bird records to: Rob Dobos, 178 Cedarbrae Ave. Waterloo, ON 
N2S 4L3 

THE WOOD DUCK is printed on re-cycled paper. 










